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What are we proposing?

At a glance

> Ensure imgation distribution systems can always be run — by setting water aside
N reserve earlier.

> Allow individuals to manage their own risk — by buying, seling and carrying water
over as they need to.

> |dentify priorities for water recovery for the environment — and make sure we're getting
the most out of the environmental water we already have.

> Ease the impact of water restrictions — with more interconnections between towns,
flexicle carmyover and trade.

> Better management of water harvesting from farm dams, unregulated streams
and groundwater.

The Draft Strategy is the region’s response to We cannot predict the next 50 years with
future drought and the possibility of climate certainty, but we do know there is likely to be
change. less water available. See Chapter 3 of the Draft

Strategy for more information on the risks to, and
potential impacts on, water resources.

Process for developing the Draft Strategy proposals

LEARNING FROM WATER EXPERIENCES > Regional response to drought and climate variability
IN THE NORTHERN REGION > Stakeholder and community feedback (regional forums and
submissions)
IDENTIFICATION OF OPPORTUNITIES > Legislation/clarifying rights

FOR IMPROVED MANAGEMENT

> Operational arrangements

> Tools for individuals/organisations

> Improved conservation and efficiencies
DETERMINING POTENTIAL > Consultative Committee/working groups

APPROACHES AND MECHANISMS
TO RESPOND (OPTIONS)

> Stakeholder and community feedback (regional forums and
submissions)

> Government policies

ASSESSMENT OF DESCRIBED > Consultative Committee/working groups
OPTIONS (FILTERING PROCESS) > Stakeholder feedback

> Modelling of options
SET OF APPROPRIATE PROPOSALS

> Detailed assessments of proposals/options
(DRAFT STRATEGY)

> Qverall assessment against guiding principles
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Proposals for rural water users
Allowing users to manage
the risk of water scarcity

Climate change means the risk of zero
allocation years, when distribution
systems may not be run. Putting water
aside in reserve earlier ensures enough
water to run distribution systems,

even in the worst droughts expected.
This allows carryover and trade to

be effective tools to manage water
scarcity. Water can be delivered when
it is needed.

See Chapter 5 of the Draft Strategy
for more information.

Better management of unreguiated
supplies

Clearer sharing arrangements and
more flexibility with carryover and

trade will allow groundwater and

upper catchment water users to be
better prepared for drought. The Draft
Strategy seeks community input on the
future management of domestic and
stock water supplies.

See Chapter 8 of the Draft Strategy
for more information.

Proposals for the environment
Clear priorities for water recovery

Existing projects could recover about
900 GL (billion litres) of water for the
region’s rivers

and wetlands, depending on the
Commonwealth Government’s water
purchase program. The Draft Strategy
proposes clear priorities for where
water recovery should occur and how
the water should be used.

Gelling the most out of environmental
water

Establish an independent
Environmental Water Holder to identify
priority watering sites, make decisions
on best use and liaise with the
Commonwealth to coordinate watering
programs.

See Chapter 5 of the Draft Strategy
for more information.

©The State of Victoria Department of Sustainability and Environment 2008
This publication is copyright. No part may be reproduced by any process except in

accordance with the provisions of the Copyright Act 1968.

Disclaimer

This publication may be of assistance to you but the State of Victoria and its employees
do not guarantee that the publication is without flaw of any kind or is wholly appropriate

for your particular purposes and therefore disclaims all liability for any error, loss or other
consequence which may arise from you relying on any information in this publication.

ISBN 978-1-74208-772-9

Proposals for urban water users
Reduce the impact of restrictions

The Draft Strategy proposes more
flexibility for urban water corporations
to buy and carry over water, and to
update their drought response plans
to include a ‘worst case’ scenario.
This will also ensure that restrictions
and permanent water saving rules
are applied consistently and equitably
across the region.

See Chapter 7 of the Draft Strategy
for more information.

Further information

Individuals, organisations and the
community are invited to provide formal
feedback on the proposals in the Draft
Northern Region Sustainable Water
Strategy by December 12 2008. These
will inform the directions in the Final
Strategy, due for release in early 2009.

To obtain a copy of the Draft

Strategy, or to find out how to make a

submission, please call 136 186 or go

to www.ourwater.vic.gov.au/programs/
sws/northern.
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